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We Live in a Beautiful Place 



What is the best way to keep it this way forever? 
Or make it work even better for us? 











1. Lack of general boater courtesy 
2. Lack of awareness with regard to river and bay wildlife 

and river quality issues 
3. Lack of awareness with regard to recreational and 

commercial opportunities   
4. Reductions in recreational boating interest 
5. Storm runoff water quality issues 
6. Lack of native oysters 
7. Lack of spartina grasses 
8. Lack of edible species awareness 
9. Clamming restrictions  
10. Dissolved oxygen deficiencies 

 
 



11. Ineffective bulkheading 
12. Ineffective river scaping (living shore lines) 
13. Poor land side trash management 
14. Bridge replacements issues 
15. Land side impervious surface issues 
16. Lack of dredging 
17. Limits in water access 
18. Inadequate ecosystem man/nature sustainable 

education 
19. Lack of protection of culturally significant activities 

such as boat racing, hunting, fishing and port facilities 
20. Overall poor and non-optimized fisheries yield 
 



21. Local fish to table inadequacies 
22. Poor feeder creek conditions 
23. Fertilizer overloading 
24. Poor insecticide practices 
25. PCB's and other industrial residue 
26. River and bay bottom degradation 
27. Silting 
28. Lack of existing regulation (law) enforcement 
 
 



Maybe a National Marine Sanctuary 
National Marine Sanctuaries are the equivalent of 
National Parks, but exist on (and in) water instead of 
land. National Marine Sanctuaries range in size from a 
single submerged shipwreck in the Atlantic, to the size 
of several states in the Pacific Ocean.  
 
Just like National Parks they can fulfill a multitude of 
purposes ranging from nature preservation, to 
historical preservation, to education and recreation.  
 
Our own Sandy Hook National Park is an example 
where all these missions and goals come together in 
one park. 



1. Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary (Pacific) 
2. Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary (Pacific) 
3. National Marine Sanctuary of American Samoa (formerly Fagatele Bay) 

(Pacific) 
4. Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (Atlantic, Gulf Coast) 
5. Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary (Gulf Coast) 
6. Gray's Reef National Marine Sanctuary (Atlantic) 
7. Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary (formerly Gulf of the 

Farallones) (Pacific) 
8. Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary (Pacific) 
9. Monitor National Marine Sanctuary (Atlantic) 
10. Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Pacific) 
11. Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary (Pacific) 
12. Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary (Atlantic) 
13. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Great Lakes) 
14. Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (Pacific) 

The Full List 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channel_Islands_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cordell_Bank_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Marine_Sanctuary_of_American_Samoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Keys_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_Coast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flower_Garden_Banks_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gray's_Reef_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Farallones_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_Islands_Humpback_Whale_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monitor_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monterey_Bay_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympic_Coast_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stellwagen_Bank_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunder_Bay_National_Marine_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Lakes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papah%C4%81naumoku%C4%81kea_Marine_National_Monument


Stellwagen Bank 



An NMS the old way:  
Florida Keys 





How are National Marine 
Sanctuaries created? 
The New Way: 
 By the local public 
 Local stakeholders propose and recommend 
 NOAA reviews initial proposal 
 For a quick description of the process go to: 

http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/ 
 For examples of nominations go to: 

http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/nominations/ 

http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/
http://www.nominate.noaa.gov/nominations/


NOAA asks: 

 Does the place have natural resources or habitat with 
special ecological significance? 

 Does the place have maritime heritage resources with 
special historical, cultural, archeological significance? 

 Does the place have important economic uses like 
tourism, fishing, diving and other recreational 
activities? 

 Do all of these things depend on conservation and 
management of resources? 

 



Then the reviewers look for: 
 
 Potential threats & impacts for the place’s marine 

resources;  
 Opportunities for marine research, education or 

partnerships; 
 Existing management/regulation that could help with 

conservation efforts; and  
 Importantly, broad community based support. 
__________________________________________________ 
 And, if it fits the criteria, it goes into the NOAA potential 

NMS inventory, and NOAA can select it for the designation 
process, where NOAA works out the details with the local 
community and the State. 

 This process would be public, take years, and may still be 
abandoned at any one time. 

 Under this approach Congress is not directly involved.  
 

 



Sandy Hook Bay extending from the tip of the Earle 
Weapon Center to the tip of Sandy Hook and all the 
estuaries within it 
Bounded on one side by a federal military installation on 
the other side by a national park.  
Upstream it would contain the waterfronts of Middletown, 
Atlantic Highlands, Highlands, Rumson, Fair Haven, Sea 
Bright, Red Bank, Shrewsbury, Shrewsbury Township, 
Little Silver, Tinton Falls, Colts Neck, Oceanport, 
Eatontown, Long Branch, West Long Branch, and 
Monmouth Beach, together with various abutting county 
parks.  
 





About 12,500 acres (20 sq miles) 
About 200,000 people 
About 50 miles of shore line 
18 towns 
A University 
A Community College 
Two marine labs 
MAST and High Tech 
A Federal Park 
A military installation 
Ferries, railroads and the Parkway 
Parks, park trails and bikeways 
Beaches, wetlands and creeks 
Marinas 
Restaurants 
Hotels, bed breakfasts and inns 
Hunting 
Sailing 
Swimming 
Clamming 
Boating 
Fishing 
Crabbing 
Living 





16. Long Branch (5.27) 
17. Monmouth Beach (1.08) 
18. Sea Bright(0.73) 
19. Rumson (5.06) 
20. Fair Haven (1.60) 
21.  Little Silver (2.71) 
22. Oceanport (3.18) 
23. West Long Branch (2.86) 
24. Eatontown (5.83) 
25. Shrewsbury (2.17) 
26. Red Bank (1.74) 
27. Tinton Falls (15.49) 
28. Highlands (0.77) 
29. Atlantic Highlands (4.56) 
47. Colts Neck (30.73) 
48. Shrewsbury Township (0.11) 
52. Middletown (40.99) 
 
Total: 124.88 sq. miles 
 
 



Does this fit Sandy Hook Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary? 

 Does the place have natural resources or habitat with 
special ecological significance? 

 Does the place have maritime heritage resources with 
special historical, cultural, archeological significance? 

 Does the place have important economic uses like 
tourism, fishing, diving and other recreational 
activities? 

 Do all of these things depend on conservation and 
management of resources? 

 



And does this fit Sandy Hook Bay 
Marine Sanctuary? 
 
 Opportunities for marine research, education or 

partnerships; 
 Potential threats & impacts for the place’s marine 

resources; 
 Existing management/regulation that could help with 

conservation efforts; and  
 Importantly, broad community based support. 

 
 



http://hudson.dl.stevens-tech.edu/maritimeforecast/maincontrol.shtml 
 

http://hudson.dl.stevens-tech.edu/maritimeforecast/maincontrol.shtml


GOALS (the long version) 
 Serve as a local laboratory and thought leader for integrated man/nature 

interaction in a rich, complex, diverse, and culturally developed 
environmental setting 

 Provide local sustainable resource management and improvements to 
maintain fisheries, recreation, habitation and hunting 

 Provide a setting that integrates the water with adjoining land based parks 
and public access points. 

 Provide the citizens living along the sanctuary with a common resource to 
benefit all, and to serve as a focal point in their ability to co-exist with 
nature 

 Provide a setting for exploration and education with regard to man/nature 
interactions and best combined land based and water based practices. 

 Extend the National Park Philosophy, America’s Best Idea, to the water for 
the benefit of all, in perpetuity. 

 A general effort to avoid the creation of new regulations and, instead, to 
consolidate and streamline regulations where possible. 



GOALS (the short version) 

We live along a very special place  
There are a lot of people that all enjoy it in different 
ways 
Resources are limited, that means we have to share  
That requires complex solutions 
Let’s develop a local tool that allows us to optimize it 
for us all in the most efficient fashion 
Data, Discussions, Local decisions    
It’s not about me, or you, it is about us. 



 

rhemmen@martinottaway.com 
 
 www.navesinkmaritime.org/

national-marine-sanctuary 

IMAGINE 

mailto:rhemmen@martinottaway.com
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